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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the RCE filed on 4/8/2005. 

2. Claims 1-29 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-13, 15-25, 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishii et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,835,761 (art of record) in view of Reha et al, U.S. Patent No. 
6,282,709. 

As per claim 1, Ishii discloses 

writing updated firmware data that is to replace the existing portion of platform firmware 
data to a firmware storage device (col. 3 lines 22-27); 

and atomically modifying firmware configuration data to indicate the updated firmware 
data is to be used in place of the existing portion of platform firmware data that is being updated 
such that only all of the original portion of platform firmware data are valid prior to the atomic 
modification of the firmware configuration data and only the updated firmware data are valid 
after the atomic modification to the firmware configuration data (col. 3 lines 22-55, col. 9 lines 
30-67, and col. 10 lines 24-36). 
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Ishii does not disclose writing updated version in which the existing portion of firmware 
data are stored. 

Reha et al discloses storing updated version in which the existing software are stored 
(col. 6 lines 5-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teaching of Reha et al into Ishii to writing updated version in which the existing 
portion of firmware data are stored because one would want a simple way to compare the version 
of the software. 

As per claim 2, Ishii et al discloses 

performing an integrity check of the updated firmware data to verify that the updated 
firmware data is valid (col. 13 lines 41-65). 

As per claim 3, Ishii et al discloses 

the updated firmware data is written to the firmware storage device in a manner in which 
the updated firmware data is invisible to a firmware management system used to access firmware 
data stored on the firmware storage device until the atomic modification of the firmware 
configuration data has been made (col. 10 lines 24-36). 

As per claim 4, Ishii et al discloses 

enabling a full recovery of the existing portion of firmware data that is to be updated 
during an upgrade process in response to a system anomaly that prevents completion of the 
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upgrade process (col. 3 lines 39-55 and col. 9 lines 15-30). 

As per claim 5, Ishii et al discloses deleting the existing portion of platform firmware 
after it has been upgraded (col. 3 lines 22-55, col. 9 lines 30-67, and col. 10 lines 24-36). 

As per claim 6, Ishii et al discloses wherein the original platform firmware data and the 
updated firmware data respectively comprise one or more firmware files, each firmware file 
including header data that are modified during the update process to track a current state of that 
file (col. 9 lines 41-59). 

As per claim 8, Ishii et al discloses 

wherein the firmware storage device comprises a flash memory device (Fig. 5). 
As per claim 9, Ishii et al discloses 

creating a temporary file (col. 10 lines 4-5); writing data corresponding to a plurality of 
updated platform firmware files comprising new versions of the plurality of existing platform 
firmware files to the temporary file (col. 3 lines 22-27); and atomically modifying platform 
firmware file configuration information in the firmware storage device to indicate that the 
updated platform firmware files are to be used in place of the existing platform firmware files 
such that only all of the original platform firmware files or only all of the updated platform 
firmware files are valid at any point in time during an update process (col 3 lines 22-55, col. 9 
lines 30-67, and col. 10 lines 24-36). 
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Ishii does not disclose the file is created in a firmware storage device in which the 
existing platform firmware are stored. 

Reha et al discloses storing updated version in which the existing software are stored 
(col. 6 lines 5-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teaching of Reha et al into Ishii to have the file be created in a firmware storage 
device in which the existing platform firmware are stored because one would want a simple way 
to compare the version of the software. 

As per claim 10, Ishii et al discloses each platform firmware file comprises a file header 
and a data area in which platform firmware data corresponding to that file is written, and wherein 
each file header includes a plurality of state bits that are used to track a current state of each 
platform firmware file during the update process (col. 9 lines 41-59). 

As per claim 11, Ishii et al discloses the temporary file is created by creating a file header 
that identifies the temporary file includes a data area that is sized to hold all of the updated 
platform firmware files, said data area being mapped to a memory area on a firmware storage 
device that is used to store the existing and updated platform firmware files (col. 3 lines 22-55, 
col. 9 lines 30-67, and col. 10 lines 24-36). 

As per claim 12, Ishii et al discloses changing a state bit in the temporary file's file header 
to indicate that the temporary file is invalid after data corresponding to the updated platform 
firmware files are written to the data area of the temporary file (col. 9 lines 41-59). 
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As per claim 13, Ishii et al discloses a file system is used to access the platform firmware 
files and the updated firmware files appear invisible to the file system prior to when the state bit 
is changed and become visible to the file system after the state bit is changed (col. 10 lines 24- 
36). 

As per claim 15, Ishii et al discloses performing an integrity check of the updated 
platform firmware files to verify that the updated firmware files are valid prior to atomically 
modifying the platform firmware file configuration information to indicate that the updated 
platform firmware files are to be used in place of the existing platform firmware (col. 13 lines 
41-65). 

As per claim 16, Ishii et al discloses enabling a full recovery of the existing platform 
firmware files that are to be updated during the upgrade process in response to a system anomaly 
that prevents completion of the upgrade process (col. 3 lines 39-55 and col. 9 lines 15-30). 

As per claim 17, Ishii et al discloses setting the state bits in each file header of the 
original platform firmware files to indicate the file is deleted after the upgrade process has been 
complete (col. 3 lines 22-55, col. 9 lines 30-67, and col. 10 lines 24-36). 

Claims 18, 19, 20 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 1, 2, 4 
respectively. 
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Claims 21-25, 27-29 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 9-13, 
15-17 respectively. 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicant's argument: 

1) Ishii does not store both existing platform firmware files and updated platform firmware 
files in the same firmware storage device. 
Examiner's response: 

1) Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Applicant's argument: 

2) Ishii does not disclose "atomically modifying platform firmware file configuration 
information in the firmware storage device to indicate that the updated platform firmware files 
are to be used in place of the existing platform firmware files such that only all of the original 
platform firmware files or only the updated platform firmware files are valid at any point in time 
during an update process" 

Examiner's response: 

2) Ishii clearly disclose this limitation at col. 3 lines 22-55, col. 9 lines 30-67, and especially 
at col. 10 lines 24-36, "...once copied... only the copied ...programme... are accessed". 
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Applicant's argument: 

3) Ishii does not disclose updating multiple platform firmware files as recited in claim 9. 
Examiner's response: 

3) Ishii discloses updates programs which needs to be updated. It is inherent that the 
programs could be either the entire program or a multiple files depends on whether which one 
needs to be updated or not. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 7, 14 5 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wei Y Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3708. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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